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For assistance in helping us understand angelic perception, I believe that scientist/theologian Emanuel 

Swedenborg offers us the most complete and rational approach. He claimed that angels perceive 

dynamics, process and action totally removed from their involvement with time and space. While most 

scientists who cling to materialistic philosophies see action devoid of time or space as impossible, 

Swedenborg offered an abundance of rational approaches to this problem. By the way, eminent 

physicist John Wheeler theorized that spacetime might have arisen out of a pre-geometric realm. 

 

Swedenborg would have described Wheeler’s pre-geometry and the Spiritual World as one and the 

same thing. This means that he would have identified pre-geometry as spiritual forms resulting from 

spiritual forces and activity. To form a picture of this non-material realm we merely need to focus on our 

own thoughts. We can be standing at a bus stop in winter but our mind may be on a Caribbean beach. 

Our thoughts have real trajectories, directionality, and targets. Mental activity is non-physical and not 

constrained by physical laws. More intriguing, thoughts can be arranged into real order and coherent 

structure, giving rise to human understanding and belief-systems (worldviews). This non-physical 

structure and order is oriented towards our life-choices and values. 

 

To sum all this up, Swedenborg claimed that complexity (including bio-structure) emerged from non-

material complexity in a non-spatial and non-temporal realm. An Infinite Creator, like God in heaven, 

certainly fits the bill for representing a non-physical source of 
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